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Hydroxychloroquine Sulfate

HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE SULFATE
AND CHLOROQUINE PHOSPHATE

Hydroxychloroquine Sulfate Chloroquine Phosphate

Hydroxychloroquine Sulfate and Chloroquine Phosphate are antimalarial drugs found to be
useful in the treatment of autoimmune diseases like discoid and systemic lupus erythematosus,
rheumatoid arthritis and juvenile chronic arthritis, chronic cutaneous vasculitis. These drugs are
particularly effective in treating skin and joint symptoms and they have been demonstrated to
reduce inflammation and improve muscle or joint pain. However, they are not effective when
used alone for more severe manifestations of these diseases which involve the major organs.

Hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine tablets should be taken with or after food to reduce stomach
upset. This drug does not work immediately. It may be weeks to months before you notice any
benefit. Thus it is important that you take your medication regularly, otherwise, you may not
receive any benefit at all.

These drugs can be taken with other medication, e.g. corticosteroids or NSAIDS, used for the
treatment of lupus erythematosus or rheumatoid arthritis. In fact, they are sometimes given in
combination with prednisolone to reduce the amount of steroid that is needed to improve
symptoms. Do not consume these drugs together with antacids, space them apart by at least 2



hours. Please inform your doctor or pharmacist if you are taking other medications, including
traditional remedies, that he is not aware of.

Side effects can occur with any drug and these drugs are no exception. When taken
according to the doctor’s instruction, they are infrequent. Hydroxychloroquine and
chloroquine are not equivalent in their side effects. Side effects with
hydroxychloroquine are generally rare.
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